Front cover - © 1999-2016 Shutterfly, Inc. All rights reserved.

Vicky and Remi's trip to France
June 3 - 19 2016
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Map of Our Trip

We started in the South and went Northl
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Cuers is the town where Rémi grew up. Cuers is a village in
the Var county (closest US. equivalent) in the Provence-
Alpes-Céte d'Azur region in southeastern France. near the
border with ltaly. Cuers has 10.452 inhabitants. The oldest
evidence of man discovered in Cuers dates back to the lower
Palaeolithic {17.000 BC). The Ligurians and Romans settled
in the Cuers area, leaving fraces of three Roman camps, and

an aqueduct.

The history of the village is marked by agriculture. Historically.
Cuers traded in cereal culture, tobacco, silkworm, cattle, and
sheep. The current agriculture is wine and oil productions--the

town is part of the production area of olive oil from Provence

AOC wines of the Moors (PGl) and Cotes de Provence.

It is a beautiful small town. with the only bilingual public school

in Vars! This is where we spent the mgjority of our trip.
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Portes anciennes du vieux
village - Doors of Old Cuers

Oppida pré-romains -- Rues du Vieux Cuers --
Ancient Roman aqueduct Streets of Old Cuers
(remains of castle ruins)
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This is a bird's eye view of Cuers, Rémi's hometownl!
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June 6 -- Vicky's birthday!

Today. Rémi took me to the Mediterranean sea for

my birthday!l He even put champagne in our
picnic basket!l Later that night, his family ook me
out to eat at a beautiful seaside restaurant, La

Marais (above)
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June 9: We took a walk through Old Cuers. The office of

tourism gave us a map with signs and descriptions of
everything in the fown. lf's such a beautiful hikel

Top Left: Rémi and | at the top of Old Cuers!

Middle Left: Monument in front of the IEglise Notre-Dame
de Santé

Bottom Left: Fountain of the Rooster in the center of Cuers
Top Right: I'Eglise Notre-Dame de Santeé (the Church of
Our Lady of Health)
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Rémi's parents headed out to

_ a wedding in Toulon. so Rémi.

Pepsy. and | hung out af the
beautiful homestead.

Rémi ended up with an awful
* sunburn from my birthday --
so we also spent the day
nurturing his wounds.
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We spent the day in Lyon, a city about 3 hours away from Cuers and
1 hour away from Grenoble. It was crazy when we went because of
the EuroCup football tournament. but the beauty of the city wasn't lost!
We visited le Musée d'Histoire de Lyon within les Musées Gadagne.
and took in the city.

Rémi decided it was a good idea for me to try biking for the first time
because Lyon is very very bike friendly. So we didl We biked across
the bridge that brought us into Old Lyon. The bike system is 1 euro
per day, if you use the bikes in 30 minute intervals. Not bad at alll AND
| felt comp|efe|y safe the whole time. Who would have Though1 | would
ever bike in a city? So trivial to Europeans but to me..a huge

accomplishment.

We had a quick apéro in fown and then we were on our way to visit
Alexis!l We spent two nights with him as he showed us around his
home town, Grenoble. We walked around the old town, visited the city
park (complete with a garden maintained by the city AND their very
own leaning towerl), saw the site of the Olympic torch when the event
was held in Grenoble in 1968. Then after a beautiful French
lunch..chartreusell We went to the distillery where charireuse is made

Just outside of Grenoble in Voiren. There were over 5 million litres of

chartreuse therel | ﬂna"y made it to the promise land. " 5T = S
P@M %.'

! )
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Beautiful stained glass
outside of a bakery!

In France. a boulangerie is a
bakery that focuses mainly
on baking breads. A
5 TN\ patisserie is a bakery
‘specidlizing in pasiries, and
| headed by a pastry chef

"Jackie Chan was not born
in this house, has never lived
here. and did not die here

either"

Thanks for the nofice. Lyonl

France has so many

beautiful churches! This is

another one in the heart of

Old Lyon.
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~ We took the car up to .
~ the Fort de la Bastile,
s - which gave us a o

GREAT view of the city. -

Alexis and | hon hon

- hon'd dll the way up

‘the mountain.
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We arrived back in Cuers on June 15th. and prompitly left that
evening for Paris. It was great to go back one more time
before we moved on fo the North of France. We got back in
time for lunch with Rémi's parents, and then we packed up for
Paris. Rémi's mom drove us to the train station in Toulon, where
| would take my first ever high speed trainl AND it was only 35

euros eachl Wow.

| was really sad fo leave the South. but Paris is Paris. Since |
had never been fo France before. Rémi and | both knew we
had to go. and truthfully | was excited to see all the French
national monuments, the historic sites, and experience some of

the romance that the city boasts.

We stayed in Paris for the last three days of our trip, June 15
- 19th. We were able to stay with Rémi's friends Adrien and
Camille while we were in the city. which was great because they
were right near a central METRO line. The Paris subway

system is superb — clean. efficient. and well-scheduled. Such a

difference from NYCI
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TOD 10 THINGS TO DO
IN DALIS

1. Have an authentic French dinner at the fabulously
old-school Le Bouillon Chartier

2. Take an evening ride on the Grande Roue de Paris
3. Steal a kiss af the top of the Eiffel tower

4. Learn some history & pay your respects at the
Panthéon

5. Shop your brains out af the Galeries Lafayette

6. Explore in the Bibliothéque nationale de France

7. Stroll through the Luxembourg gardens

8. Get up close fo the Mona Lisa

9. Visit Notre Dame Cathedral

10. Eat. Drink wine. Repeat.
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Top: Ancient Roman globe

Right: Aphrodite of
Milos/Venus de Milo

Bottom: Ancient Grecian urn
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A birds-ey&'s view ong%E‘fmm’rhe top
of the Eiffel tower!
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Jure 17:

That night after dinner, Rémi
and | took a ride on the Roue de
Paris (bottom left). We walked
across some bridges over the
Seine (top middle -- it was quite
flooded from all the rainl), saw
the Luxor Obelisk (top right) in
the center of the Place de la
Concorde. next to the Ferris

wheel.
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Jardins |
et bibliothéques:

June 18: we visited the Biblictheque Nationale de
Francel The librarians were on strike because they

have no job security. Sclidarityl!

What's cool about the BnF is that it is half a |ibrury
and half a natural history museum. They have
gqrdens and information about local wildlife and even
some old astrophysics collections on display!
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We walked from the
Panthéon to the -
Jardin du

Luxembourg for

some R&R.
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June 19:

Here we are at the Charles de Gaulle Airport. waiting for our flight back to NY.

We were already plotting ways to returnl
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